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Minutes of A Meeting of the City of Brechin and District Community Council held on Tuesday 2nd February 2016 at 7.00pm in the Damacre Centre Brechin.
Present.

Derek Harper, Eric Gray, Elaine MacNicol, Jill Scott, Jim Sherrit Andy Crow, Mary Anderson and Paul Wright.
Councillors Evans and Houston Angus Council
Sgt Rennilson Police Scotland

12 members of the public.

Apologies for Absence.

Apologies were received from Susan Barr, Karen Jack, Logan Henderso and Councillor Myles..
Minutes of Last Meeting.

It was proposed by Jim Sherrit, seconded by Elaine MacNicol , that the minutes of the meeting held on 1st December 2015 be adopted as a true and accurate record.

Matters Arising.
· Dog Mess Bins on Nature Trail.
Councillor Evans said it was unlikely that more bins would be provided on the nature trail as there were difficulties getting vehicular access to empty them.

· Twinning with Brechin,Ontaria
Councillor Evans said that twinning could be organised by the Council or by a group set up for the purpose, this can be informal. Jim Sherrit said he had sent an e-mail to Mayor of Brechin, Ontario but had not as yet received a reply.
· Sheltered Houseing

A report will be published shortly on the Angus Council website outlining the various options. No decision has been made on how the services currently provided by Tenant Support Officers will be delivered in the future.

Presentation by Masiondeu Primary School.
Julia and Jack from Masiondeu primary School gave a presentation on the new Brechin Community Campus and highlighted the many improvements over the present building. They also explained that the open plan toilets were asked for by the pupils themselves. There will be a newsletter coming out in the next few days explaining about public awareness days later in February and early in March.
Police Update.
Sargent Rennilson said there was little to report and the Angus Area was one of most crime free areas in Scotland. A recent survey in the area had highlighted illegal parking as the biggest concern for the public. He also said that the neighbourhood watch schemes were effective but more volunteers were required.  

Councillors Update.

The plan to use the Community Wardens for parking enforcement has gone to the Scottish Government for ratification.
The Brechin Bridge was closed on January 26th for seven weeks and this is already causing potholes on the diversion routes. The Bridge has been stress tested and can cope with the extra water flow. The facilities at Brechin Library are to be updated.
Sub Group Update.
The Public Health Sub Group is trying to arrange a meeting with senior NHS Tayside staff to get further information on the plans for health care in Brechin. It was reported that the Community Dental Service is being moved from Brechin. This will cause major inconvenience especially to disabled service user.as the local dental surgeries are not equipped for them. An online consultation will shortly be launched. 

AOCB
· City Hall

There was much discussion over the City Hall where it appears even the basic maintenance is being done with some groups who have booked the hall having to clean it before it can be used. There were also comments that the curtains in the Ladies toilet area were old and dirty. Generally agreed that the building was being neglected by Angus Council and something will need to be done before the building falls into such a state of disrepair that it will have to be closed. Estimates for repairs have been asked for over the years but have never been forthcoming.
· Flicks Building.

This has been an eyesore in the High street for many years and recent postings on social media have shown that people are entering it. Previous attempts to get an amenity notice served on it have failed. Agreed to push hard to get something done.

· Former Masiondue Church
Derek said he had a meeting with a developer who plans to turn the former Msaonidue Church into seven flats. Angus Council want the developer to provide two parking spaces for each flat but there is not enough room on the site for this. The developer would like to engage with Community.

· Site on Park Road
The planning permission for the former North Eastern Farmers yard at Park Road has been extended for a further three years. Councillor Evans said enforcement action will be taken to ensure the site is tidied up.
· CC Engagement.
Some assistance will be required to set up the web-site and social media pages.

Date of Next Meeting.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 1st march at 7.00pm int Brechin Community Campus.

There being no further business Derek thanked the attendees and closed the meeting at 8.55pm

Note of a Special Meeting of the City of Brechin and District Community Council held on Thursday 26th February 2016 in Brechin Baptist Church Hall at 6.30pm.
Present.

Derek Harper, Susan Barr, Andrew Crow, Paul Wright, Mary Anderson, Jill Scott , Elaine MacNicol, Jim Sherrit and Eric Gray.

Councillors Evans, Houston and Myles Angus Council.

3 Members of Public.

The only item on the agenda was the future of Brechin City Hall.  I appears that with Angus Alive not staffing the hall and no bookings being taken for after 31st March 2016 the hall will be to all intents and purposes closed.
The Angus Councillors were asked when this decision had been made and by whom. As the Councillors have no knowledge of this it appears that the decision has been made by a Council Officer without any form of consultation.

It was agreed by all present that a letter asking for details of this decision be sent to Councillor Gaul Leader of Angus Council and Chief Executive Richard Stiff and that a press release be prepared.  
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